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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the amendment filed August 25, 2006. Claims 1-20 and 22-36 are 
pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed August 25, 2006, with respect to claims 1-20 and 22-36 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of the claims has been withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Treymayne M. Norris (Reg. No.58,683) on November 9, 2006. 
Please rewrite claims 1, 9 and 17 as below: 

Claim 1. A database storage system for providing storage for metadata sets, each 
metadata set related to a file uploaded by a user over a network, the database storage system 
comprising: 

a plurality of database storage facilities for storing the metadata sets, each 
database storage facility comprising at least two logically partitioned sections, wherein the file is 
directed to at least one alternate database storage facility and at least one database storage facility 
stores a first original metadata set in one logically partitioned section of the at least one database 
storage facility and stores a copy of a second original metadata set, the second original metadata 
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set located in another database storage facility, in another logically partitioned section of the at 
least one database storage facility, such that storing the first original metadata set and the copy of 
the second original metadata set is based on an user identifier; and 

a file management component for managing metadata storage in order to store 
each metadata set in more than one logically partitioned section and in more than one database 
storage facility. 

Claim 9. A method for providing storage for metadata sets for multiple users, each 
metadata set related to a file uploaded by a user over a network, the method comprising: 
dividing a plurality of database storage facilities into at least two logically 
partitioned sections; 

storing an original metadata set in a logically partitioned section of at least one of 
the plurality of database storage facilities, wherein storing the original metadata set is based on 
an user identifier; 

storing a copy of an original metadata set located in another database storage 
facility of the plurality of database storage facilities in another logically partitioned section of the 
at least one database storage facility, wherein storing the copy of the original metadata set 
located in the another database storage facility is based on the user identifier; and 

managing metadata storage in order to store each metadata set in more than one 
logically partitioned section and in more than one database storage facility, facility; and 
directing the file to an alternate database storage facility. 
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Claim 17. A network storage system for providing storage space for multiple users, 
the system comprising: 

a file uploading component for uploading an image file from each user to the 
storage system, and for deriving an image metadata set related to the uploaded image file; 

a plurality of database storage facilities for storing each image metadata set, each 
database storage facility including at least two logically partitioned sections, wherein the image 
file is directed to at least one alternate database storage facility and at least one database storage 
facility stores a first original image metadata set in one logically partitioned section of the at least 
one database storage facility and stores a copy of a second original image metadata set, the 
second original image metadata set located in another database storage facility, in another 
logically partitioned section of the at least one database storage facility, such that storing the first 
original image metadata set and the copy of the second original image metadata set is based on 
an user identifier; and 

a file management component for managing data storage in order to store each 
image metadata set in more than one logically partitioned section and in more than one database 
storage facility, and for directing the image file to an image storage facility. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 1-20 and 22-36 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding independent claims 1, 9, 17, 26 and 36, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest 
the claimed provision "at least one database storage facility stores a first original image metadata 
set in one logically partitioned section of the at least one database storage facility and stores a 
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copy of a second original image metadata set, the second original image metadata set located in 
another database storage facility, in another logically partitioned section of the at least one 
database storage facility, such that storing the first original image metadata set and the copy of 
the second original image metadata set is based on an user identifier" as claimed in conjunction 
with remaining claims provisions. 

The dependent claims, being further limiting to the independent claims, definite and 
enabled by the Specification are also allowed. 

Other Prior Art Made of Record 

5. 1. Baranovsky et aL (US 5,897,661) disclose logical volume manger and method having 
enhanced update capability with dynamic allocation of storage and minimal storage of metadata 
information. 

2. Blumenau et al. (US 6,282,602 Bl) disclose method and apparatus for manipulating 
logical objects in a data storage system. 

3. Andersen (US 6,865,655 Bl) discloses methods and apparatus for backing up and 
restoring data portions stored in client computer systems. 

4. Ofek et al. (US 6,487,561 Bl) discloses apparatus and methods for copying, backing 
up, and restoring data using a backup segment size larger than the storage block size. 

5. Davis et al. (US 7,010,144 Bl) disclose associating data with images in imaging 
systems. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Point of Contact 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh B. Thai whose telephone number is 571-272-4029. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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